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ebm-papst wins the “Markt und Mittelstand” magazine’s media award for successful corporate transformation

Mulfingen, 06.11.2023
Two global market leaders from Hohenlohe have been awarded with the "Markt und Mittelstand" magazine's media prize in the "Transformation" category: ebm-papst, the specialist for fans and motors in Mulfingen, and the screw and tool supplier Würth in Künzelsau. Both, as the jury described, are high-performing family businesses that care about the long-term future of their companies and have succeeded in achieving significant change through their own efforts. The awards were presented at the Commerzbank Tower in Frankfurt in the run-up to the festive "Night of the Brands 2023" gala.

While the entrepreneur Reinhold Würth has succeeded in transforming the small trading company into a global group, ebm-papst is currently lifting air technology into a new generation with its strategy "Making the future together", concentrating its innovative strength on sustainable and high-growth business areas and making itself independent of the automotive industry.

"In our transformation with sustainable and digital solutions for a better climate, we are focusing on our strategic future fields. Be it in the area of air conditioning for data centers or clean rooms, in the field of renewable energies or within heating technology for heat pumps," emphasized HR Director Dr. Sonja Fleischer, CHRO and member of the Executive Management Board at ebm-papst.

Recently, turnover has grown at a double-digit rate despite the exit from the automotive industry. The automotive industry was previously an important sector that is now no longer being pursued. According to Fleischer, the company is focusing its resources and innovative strength on important future markets in which megatons of CO2 can be saved together with customers.

The jury was impressed by how consistently and quickly ebm-papst succeeded in making the change and how the company is preparing itself for a technologically demanding and more interesting future, as stated in the laudation. Digitalization is increasingly determining the company's strategy and direction, it continued. Fans and motors are becoming parts of entire systems with which the company can, for example, control the air conditioning of buildings individually, intelligently and sustainably.

Michael Oelmann, Chief Editor of the magazine "Die Deutsche Wirtschaft", pointed out the importance of medium-sized companies for the German economy. According to him, the 1000 largest alone provide eight million jobs worldwide. Transformers are characterized by the fact that they change and implement their business model on their own and are successful in the market. Being in the top 100 is a prerequisite for becoming transformer of the year.
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Picture 1: The winners of the "Markt und Mittelstand" magazine's media prize 2023 (from left to right): Oliver Stock, Editor-in-Chief The European (presenter), Katharina Roehrig, Managing Director Corporate Communications & Sustainability Melitta (laudator), Michael Kotzbauer (Board Member for Corporate Clients Commerzbank), Julia Klöckner, Economic Spokesperson for the CDU/CSU parliamentary group (laudator), Michael Oelmann, Editor in Chief Die Deutsche Wirtschaft (speaker), Tim Eschert, Business Operations Manager, Fero Labs (winner in the "Pioneers" category), Thorsten Giersch, Editor-in-Chief Markt und Mittelstand (Moderator), Alexander Leutner, Managing Director, Cellbricks (Winner in the "Pioneers" category), Annika Farin, Chair of The Amrop Partnership (Laudator), Sonja Fleischer, Chief Human Resources Officer, ebm-papst Group (Winner in the "Transformers" category), Thomas Wahl, Managing Director Würth (Winner in the "Transformers" category) and Jörg Nitschke Carl Zeiss (Winner in the "Titans" category).


About ebm-papst
The ebm-papst Group, a family-owned company headquartered in Mulfingen, Baden-Württemberg, Germany, is the world's leading manufacturer of fans and motors. Since its founding in 1963, the technology leader has been setting international market standards with its core competencies of motor technology, electronics, digitalization and aerodynamics. ebm-papst offers sustainable intelligent and custom-fit solutions for virtually every requirement in ventilation and heating technology.
In fiscal year 2022/23, the corporate group generated a turnover of 2.540 billion EUR and employs nearly 15,000 people at almost 30 production sites (including in Germany, China and the USA) and around 50 sales locations worldwide. ebm-papst sets the benchmark in almost all industries, such as ventilation, air-conditioning and refrigeration technology, heating technology, information technology, mechanical engineering, intralogistics and medical technology.
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