PRESS RELEASE

Servo beats pneumatic drive

Sustainable drive solution for Witt Group

The Witt Group, based in Weiden, is one of the oldest shipping
houses for textiles in Germany. To meet the growing online business,
in 2020 it decided to expand the existing logistics site and increase
the sorting capacity by 50 percent.

ECI drive replaces pneumatics

The intralogistics specialist BEUMER Group was looking for a sustainable
drive solution for the Witt Group sorting systems that replaces conventional
pneumatic drives for flap controls. The ECI 63 drive from ebm-papst was
chosen. "In addition to the desired efficiency and sustainability, it also
provides our systems with that extra level of precision and intelligence,"
explains André Sielemann, Controls Manager Logistic Systems at the
BEUMER Group.

The 275-meter-long sorting system in Weiden has been in use since fall
2021. Five semi-automatic feeding units pick up batches of clothing that
have already been picked. Using camera reading, the sorting system
automatically identifies the items and measures their volume for correct
dimensioning of the packages. In the discharge units, they sort the items
into the original customer orders in over 290 chambers. This equates to
over 10,000 items per hour, 20 hours a day, six days a week.

Greater efficiency with servo drive

The ECI 63 drives from ebm-papst are responsible for opening and closing
the flaps as required. The advantage of servo drives is that they are much
less susceptible to maintenance and servicing than pneumatic drives. For
example, this lowers the service costs while at the same time reducing the
total operating costs. Modern EC technology in these servo drives ensures
increased efficiency and sustainability. They feature additional control
electronics and sensors and are loT-capable. Due to its size, the ECI 63 is
very well suited to intralogistics solutions. "The EtaCrown angular gearbox
also contributes towards the desired efficiency and energy saving, even if
the drive is already very efficient and has a high power density in itself,”
explains Markus Psik, Project Coordinator for Industrial Drive Technology
at ebm-papst.

Predictive maintenance thanks to communicative drives

The Greenlintelligence of the ECI 63 enables both the system manufacturer
and operator to obtain machine data easily and in real time. This brings
important added value for the systems in terms of predictive maintenance.
The data are prepared by the BEUMER BG Insight software solution and
can be viewed at any time via smart data dashboards. As a result, the
systems themselves are becoming ever more intelligent and the availability
on site can be constantly improved.
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Image 1: The 275-meter-long production facility from the BEUMER Group in
the logistics center in Weiden sorts of over 10,000 items per hour.

Image 2: The ECI 63 (in this case with K5 electronics) from the modular
system by ebm-papst can be adapted specifically to the individual application.
The intelligent K5 electronics are highly communicative and enable a variety of
machine data to be queried.
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About ebm-papst

The ebm-papst Group, a family-run company headquartered in
Mulfingen/Germany, is the world’s leading manufacturer of fans and
drives. Since the technology company was founded in 1963, it has
continuously set the global industry standard with its core competences
in motor technology, electronics, digitization and aerodynamics. With
over 20,000 products in its portfolio, ebm-papst provides the best
energy-efficient, intelligent solution for virtually every ventilation or
drive-engineering task.

In fiscal year 2020/21, the “hidden champion” generated revenues of €
2.129 billion. The group employs roughly 15,000 people at 29
production sites (in Germany, China and the USA, to name but a few)
and in 51 sales offices worldwide. ebm-papst sets the benchmark with
their fan and drive solutions which are used in almost all industries,
such as ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration, heating,
automotive, information technology, mechanical engineering, household
appliances, intralogistics and medical engineering.
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