PRESS RELEASE

ebm-papst proves excellent innovative strength
and is named Top Innovator 2021

Mulfingen, 11 March 2021

Innovation and progress are firmly rooted in the corporate culture of
ebm-papst, the leading fan and motor manufacturer headquartered in
Mulfingen. This has just been officially recognized with the TOP 100-
Award 2021. This long-standing award (in its 28" year) honors
particularly innovative medium-sized companies. ebm-papst had
passed their scientific selection procedure gauging innovative
strength with flying colors.

With the TOP 100 competition, innovation researchers took a very
close look at the company from Baden-Wurttemberg and applied
about 120 assessment criteria in 5 categories: Innovation-fostering
top management, innovation climate, innovative processes und
organization, external orientation/open innovation and innovation
success. At the core of this research is the question whether
innovations are the result of a planned approach or accidental, i.e.

the reproducibility of innovative performance. A side question is also if

and how relevant solutions succeed and prevail in the market. Due to
the present situation, there was a special part in the competition
examining the corporate response to the corona crisis. In light of their
instant and comprehensive corona management, ebm-papst has

already been hailed as shining and positive example numerous times.

“‘Apart from competitiveness, a company’s sustainability is of vital
importance. Using our newly implemented technology and innovation
management (TIM), each member of staff can share new ideas and
thus shape and influence the future of the company”, says Dr.
Stephan Arnold, ebm-papst Group Director R&D / Purchasing.
“Involving everybody allows us to take a transparent, broader and
comprehensive view, fostering and boosting new innovations and
product solutions.”

On top of a comprehensive and stringent innovation process, a
product portfolio getting more and more efficient is of equally vital
importance. Proof of their technological leadership is the patents
registered by ebm-papst which, according to the data analysis
company Patent Sight, have been increasing in number for years
holds and the quality of which is far above average. In the last
business year, ebm-papst invested about € 110 million in R&D.

ebm-papst also focuses on digitization and all the innovation
opportunities this offers. They do so, for instance, with their start-up
ebm-papst neo GmbH & Co. KG, which started as think tank in the
autumn of 2017 and which no is in charge of developing, supporting
and launching data-driven solutions and new business models in the
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markets. Those solutions are, for instance, used in monitoring air
quality in buildings. ebm-papst neo is located at the
Technologiezentrum Dortmund.

On 26 November 2021, all winners in this year's TOP 100 will meet to
at the 7" Summit of German Medium-Sized Companies in
Ludwigsburg where Ranga Yogeshwar will present the awards.
Throughout the last 10 years, the science journalist has been
supporting the innovation competition as a mentor.

Caption (Foto: ebm-papst)

Photo 1: Dr. Stephan Arnold, ebm-papst Group Director R&D /
Purchasing, cannot hide his pride and joy over the company being
acknowledged as Top-Innovator 2021.

Photo 2: Excelling in the innovation competition TOP100, ebm-papst
is recognized with the prestigious award for its innovative strength.

About ebm-papst

The ebm-papst Group, a family-run company headquartered in
Mulfingen/Germany, is the world’s leading manufacturer of fans and
motors. Since the technology company was founded in 1963, it has
continuously set the global industry standard. With over 20,000
products in its portfolio, ebm-papst provides the best energy-efficient,
intelligent solution for virtually every ventilation or drive-engineering
task.

In fiscal year 2019/20, industry leader ebm-papst generated revenues
of 2.18 billion euros. It employs almost 15,000 people at 29
production sites (e.g. in Germany, China and the USA) and in 48
sales offices worldwide. Fans and motors from ebm-papst are used in
almost all industries, including ventilation, air conditioning and
refrigeration, automotive, IT, mechanical engineering, catering and
household appliances, intralogistics and medical engineering.
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