PRESS RELEASE

ebm-papst expands digitalization division in
Dortmund – ebm-papst neo GmbH & Co. KG
founded
Mulfingen, 6 July 2020
A well-balanced diet, drinking enough water, taking enough exercise – all
are key factors for enjoying good health. But what about air? Each of us
uses 15,000 liters of this valuable resource each day. But do we ever spare
any thought on whether the air that we breathe is actually good enough for
us to use?
It is for questions like this that our think tank is coming up with answers and
solutions, and so, for the past two years, ebm-papst neo has been
developing digitalization strategies and business models for ebm-papst.
Due to the huge future potential for the entire group and the highly
successful development of this young company, the fan and motor
manufacturer in Mulfingen decided to further expand the start-up in
Dortmund.
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To this end, ebm-papst neo GmbH & Co. KG was founded in April 2020 and
the management positions were filled with Thomas Sauer (ebm-papst
Group Director Electronics and Digitalization) and Oliver Kühnle (ebm-papst
Group Director IT).
Thomas Sauer is now responsible for the technical and operative part
directly in Dortmund, while Oliver Kühnle manages the commercial side of
from out of the IT department in Mulfingen.
They are joined by Brendan Dow, who had been in charge of international
start-ups and digital business models for the technological leader and who
has now moved from Australia to Dortmund to take on the sales
management of ebm-papst neo.
Scope of activities and additional stakes
The mission of the start-up is to develop, market and sell digital solutions to,
for instance, improve the energy balance and air quality in buildings or for
intelligent data analysis. These solutions may take the form of software,
hardware, services or consultancy.
“Digitalization in connection with energy is a key and cutting-edge field for
our ebm-papst Group and opens up new opportunities”, as Stefan Brandl,
CEO of the ebm-papst group explains. “in our role as driver of innovation in
air and drive solutions, we use IoT and Cloud technologies to develop new
business models which create new growth potentials for our companies
and, what is more important, will offer additional value to our customers.”
To allow for the rapid transfer of technology, ebm-papst used neo to gain a
stake in three strong and international partners in the last months. “Due to
these stakes, we managed to integrate a broad base of knowledge and
expertise and have almost instantly gathered a great pace of innovation”,
states Thomas Sauer, Managing Director of ebm-papst neo GmbH. “The
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first projects in the field of air-conditioning for buildings and in refrigeration
are already being realized with our customers.”

Phone: +49 7938 81-7105
Fax: +49 7938 81-97105
Mobile: +49 171 36 24 067

More space for successive expansion

Hauke.Hannig@de.ebmpapst.com

To have more space for the future development in Dortmund, the existing
team of seven colleagues has just moved into new offices in the technology
center. As before, they will be supported by ten colleagues in India whose
main job is in software development. In the coming months, more
specialists are to join the team.
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Caption (Photo: ebm-papst)
Photo 1: Thomas Sauer manages the technical and operative part of the
start-up directly in Dortmund.
Photo 2: Oliver Kühnle manages the commercial side of ebm-papst neo.
Photo 3: At their start-up ebm-papst neo, the motor and fan manufacturer
now develops new digital solutions.
About ebm-papst
The ebm-papst Group, a family-owned business with their headquarters in
Mulfingen, Baden-Wurttemberg, is the world market leader in fans and
drives. Founded in 1963, the technological leader with its core competences
motor technology, electronics and aerodynamics has set international
market standards ever since. With more than 20,000 products, ebm-papst
offers customized, energy-efficient, intelligent and smart solutions for almost
every requirement in ventilation and drive engineering.
In fiscal year 2019/20, the “Hidden Champion” achieved a turnover € 2.188
billion and employed almost 15,000 members of staff in 29 production sites
(among them Germany, China and the USA) as well as in 48 sales locations
worldwide. With their fan and drive solutions, ebm-papst sets and defines
the benchmark in practically all industries, such as ventilation, airconditioning, refrigeration, heating, automotive, information technology,
mechanical engineering, catering and household appliances, intralogistics
and medical engineering.
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