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They came from everywhere, including Sweden, Russia, Croatia, France and Finland. 

But of the 3,300 participants, Ruth Smith from Greenside, South Africa had the 

longest journey. Runners from a total of 16 countries participated in the event in 

Kocher Valley organized by ebm-papst and the Police Sports Club in Hohenlohe.  

 

Florian Röser from Constance was the first runner to cross the finish line in Niedernhall. 

This was his third 10k run in Kochertal Valley. He finished in 31:03 minutes. Jacob Heink, 

who took second place, needed around two minutes longer. Sonja Huber from Jagstberg 

and Cornelia Schmitt from Seidelklingen also tackled the short course. The two runners are 

members of the 0-10-21 running group initiated by ebm-papst. Almost 60 of the event 

participants were from the group coached by Stephan Vuckovic, the Olympic triathlon silver 

medal-winner who has prepared them for the run since May.  

 

“The experience was wonderful! I am proud that I finished,” said Sonja Huber. She began 

running in February with Cornelia Schmitt and joined the group later. “It was worth it. The 

group gave me extra motivation,” she added. “We ran faster than we thought we would,” 

agreed Schmitt. “All the runners inspired each other.” The two needed around an hour for 

the course. 

 

Vuckovic also ran the course, but gave himself time to warm up. “At the beginning I ran with 

the group at the back,” he said. He gradually worked his way toward the front to keep 

coaching the 0-10-21 members. “I can only draw a positive conclusion,” he said. “Everyone 

came: I saw familiar faces at the finish line and on the course. That’s actually why you do it.” 

Carmen Ehrler from Westernhausen ran in her first half-marathon under his coaching. “It 

was fantastic. The friends and drummers along the course boosted my motivation,” said the 

27-year-old. “It would be cool to participate in an event like that again.” It took her a bit over 

two hours to finish the 21-kilometer course.  

 

At that point, Bettina Englisch (TSG Heilbronn) had already crossed the finish line. She won 

for the fourth time in a row. Her winning time was 1:20:57 hours. “I appeared on all the 

promotional posters, so I wanted to join in again this year and win,” Englisch said. “Many 

runners along the course recognized me!” Michael Chalupsky (TSG Heidelberg) was the 

fastest man in the half-marathon, finishing in 1:13:49 hours. 

 

The fastest male marathon runner was Martin Schwab from Rothenburg ob der Tauber, who 

finished in 2:47:41 hours. “The course here has become more difficult, but it is now more 

interesting,” Schwab reported. “You have to master 400 meters of uphill segments. That 

slows down your time, but the view among the vineyards makes up for it.” Sandra Gruidl 

(Sterzach) was the fastest woman in the marathon with a time of 3:40:42 hours.  
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As usual for many years, the Nordic walkers kicked off the 22nd edition of the ebm-papst 

Marathon on Saturday. With 51 walkers, Tanja’s Stars was the largest group among the 356 

participants. Peter Wunder was the first to cross the finish line. “That was my eighth ebm-

papst Marathon walk at least,” he said. “It was a perfect walk: not as steep or as hot as it 

was in the past.” And also as usual, the field that toed the starting line was international. The 

walkers came from Germany, France, Italy, Sweden, the Czech Republic, Hungary and 

Finland.  

 

Jukka Blafield came from Helsinki just to participate. “I am here for the seventh time. The 

course wasn’t easy, but it was very pleasant. Not too much sun, hardly any rain and no 

wind,” he said. Klas Alner from Stockholm was also there. “It’s a wonderful event,” he said. 

However, he was just part of the crowd during the Nordic walking event. On Sunday he 

participated in the 10K run. That afternoon, the handbikers and inline skaters rang in the 

event’s grand finale.    

 

The approximately 10,000 spectators on the marathon grounds enjoyed a diverse 

entertainment program and lined the course to cheer on the ebm-papst Marathon 

participants. “It is wonderful to see the warm response to the event,” said Hauke Hannig, 

ebm-papst spokesperson. “We are glad that the number of participants and spectators has 

held steady in recent years.” 

 

There is plenty of information on the event on the Internet (www.ebmpapst-Marathon.de) 

and Facebook (http://www.fb.com/ebmpapstMarathon).  

 

Captions (Photos: ebm-papst) 
Fig. 1: Starting gun for the half-marathon in the 22nd edition of the ebm-papst Marathon. 
Fig. 2: Michael Chalupsky – half-marathon winner. 
 
About the ebm-papst Marathon 
The 22nd ebm-papst Marathon took place in Niedernhall on September 9 and 10, 2017. 
Registration online at www.ebmpapst-marathon.de. The entry fees for the main running 
events: €30 for the marathon, €43 for the duo-marathon, €27 for the half-marathon and €22 
for the 10K run. The handbikers’ fee: €32, inline skaters €27 and Nordic walkers €17. The 
entry fee for the kids’ events: €12. On-site registration on the day of the event up to one 
hour before start of the relevant discipline was possible for a surcharge of €5 (duo-marathon 
€10) (exception: kids’ events). The weekend kicked off on Saturday, September 9, 2017 at 
3:00 p.m. with 7- and 12.5-kilometer Nordic walking events. On Sunday, September 10, the 
starting gun for the marathon and duo-marathon was fired at 8:30 a.m. The thrills continued 
at 9:05 a.m. with the 10K run and the half-marathon at 9:25 a.m. The kids’ events started 
between 12:30 and 1:25 p.m. Marking the grand finale, the handbikers started at 2:00 p.m. 
and the inline skaters at 2:45 p.m. 
 

http://www.ebmpapst-marathon.de/
http://www.fb.com/ebmpapstMarathon
http://www.ebmpapst-marathon.de/
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About ebm-papst 
The ebm-papst Group is the world's leading manufacturer of fans and motors. Since it was 
founded, the technology company has continuously set global industry standards: from the 
digital interconnection of electronically controlled EC fans to aerodynamic improvements for 
fan blades to the use of eco-friendly materials. 
In fiscal year 2016/17, the company achieved sales of almost €1.9 billion. ebm-papst 
employs over 14,000 people at 26 production sites (e.g. in Germany, China and the US) and 
in 49 sales offices worldwide. Fans and motors from the world market leader are used in 
many industries, including ventilation, air conditioning and refrigeration, household 
appliances, heating, automotive and drive engineering. 
 


